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Dear reader,

I hope you are looking forward to a pleasant summer season. For some of you, it may be the right time for a field sampling 
campaign, as it is for some of our partners, having much more fun on a warm, sunny day when going into the field for 
sample collection. For others, it will offer hopefully relaxing days of summer vacations.

This 3rd newsletter on iPiE provides information on the official IMI mid-term review, which took place on 30th May, on
platform and poster presentations during the 27th Annual Meeting of the European branch of the Society of Environmental 
Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC), which was held in Brussels May 7-11, and announcements of the next iPiE Forum 
meeting in October 2017. It also gives an overview of the publications which came out in the previous months, 
demonstrating the scientific achievements within the iPiE project over the last period.

To date, iPiE has made a substantial progress in collecting available information of environmental fate and effects data in a 
data base, and software development is underway, which allows you to search this data base in many ways, including an 
application, which will provide access to key study endpoints for the public.

Developing models for exposure estimation as well as for ecotoxic effects are progressing and a monitoring exercise has 
been started to evaluate the exposure predictions with very promising results.
In the laboratories of several partners, experiments are being conducted to test different hypotheses, which are the basis of 
effects modeling. These experiments extend our understanding of the response of environmental organisms to 
pharmaceutical compounds related to specific pharmacological targets, which are conserved over a wide range of species, 
and how we could interpret those responses in terms of specific (i.e. mode-of-action related) or non-specific effects and 
correlate it to the pharmacological target responses in humans.

The progress of this work will be presented in October to our Scientific Advisory Board

A further activity recently started is concerned with the sustainability of the developed tools including the data base beyond 
the lifetime of the project. A group of project partners is going to evaluate, in which way the project outcome can be 
maintained past the end of the project, including funding models, user groups and their potential requirements, and 
application scenarios.

I hope you can share at least a little bit our enthusiasm about working in the iPiE project by reading this new edition of the 
newsletter.

I wish you a lovely summer season,

Reinhard Laenge

Project Coordinator
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iPiE at SETAC

This year’s annual conference of the Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC) took place in 
Brussels. A large audience of more than 2000 participants attended the conference over 3.5 days, where different themes 
around pharmaceuticals in the environment was one of the topics.
The partners in iPiE prepared 1 platform presentation and 6 posters on different aspects of the project, ranging from 
studies on uptake mechanisms in fish to new techniques in toxicity assessment such as metabolomics, effects of certain 
types of compounds such as calcium channel blockers and antihistamines  in invertebrates to the influence of ionization on 
effects levels in environmental organisms and conservation of drug targets in environmental organisms. Also, general 
themes on risk assessment frameworks were presented. The presentations were very well received and exciting 
discussions were conducted at the posters.
The iPiE project partners benefitted from the opportunity to present the science produced in the project and the feedback 
received from many conference attendees.
More information on the posters presented is available in the news below.

iPiE News

iPiE Next Forum Meeting

The next iPiE Forum Meeting will take

place in Barcelona from 17th to 19th

October 2017. The assembly will be a
chance to reinforce the current
achievements and strengthen the
development of models. As last
Autumn meeting, we will count with the
attendance of the members of
the Scientific Advisory Board.

Read More

iPiE Mid Review

The Interim Review of the iPiE

project took place the 30th of May in
the Innovative Medicines Initiative
Offices in Brussels. All package
leaders presented their outcomes and
achievements and had a very positive
success from the reviewers. The
overall impression was highly
optimistic.

Read More

http://i-pie.org/ipie-fm-october-2017/
http://i-pie.org/mid-review/
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iPiE Flyer
We are pleased to announce the
release of the new iPiE flyer, which
graphically describes the overall
objectives of the iPiE project and
presents the outcomes up to date
coinciding with the midterm review of
the project's life.
Find it on our iPiE project website i-
pie.org/flyer/.

Download the flyer

iPiE at SETAC 27th Annual Meeting

The SETAC 27th Annual Meeting was 
held in Brussels in May 2017. iPiE had 
a large presence at the conference with 
five posters, one Spotlight Poster, one 
oral presentation, and a workshop 
entitled "Hazard and risk assessment of 
human pharmaceuticals in the 
environment".

Read More

iPiE Publications

ARTICLE (UoY): Novel Approach for Characterizing pH-Dependent Uptake of Ionizable Chemicals in Aquatic Organisms. Karlsson
MV, Carter LJ, Agatz A, Boxall A. Environ. Sci. Technol. 2017;10.1021/acs.est.7b01265.
ARTICLE (RU): A Review of Quantitative Structure-Property Relationships for fate of ionizable organic chemicals in water matrices
and identification of knowledge gaps. Nolte TM, Ragas AMJ. Environ Sci: Processes Impacts 2017;19(3):221-46
ARTICLE (UFZ): General baseline toxicity QSAR for non-polar, polar and ionisable chemicals and their mixtures in the
bioluminescence inhibition assay with Alliivibrio fischeri. Escher B, Baumer A, Bittermann K, Henneberger L, König M, Kühnert C,
Klüver N. Environ Sci: Processes Impacts. 2017;19:414-28

The research leading to these results has received support from the Innovative Medicines Initiative Joint Undertaking under iPiE grant
agreement n° 115735, resources of which are composed of financial contribution from the European Union’s Seventh Framework
Programme (FP7/2007-2013) and EFPIA companies’ in kind contribution.

Read More
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